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BPW questions $30M emergency contract for prison health care provider amid coronavirus 
The Maryland Board of Public Works on Wednesday took up a controversial emergency contract with a 
prison health care provider totaling nearly $30 million. The Maryland Department of Public Safety and 
Correctional Services told members of the spending board that Corizon Correctional Healthcare had to be 
hired amid the coronavirus pandemic and a staffing shortage. As Public Safety Secretary Robert Green 
made his case, Comptroller Peter Franchot, a member of the Board of Public Works, raised questions. 
"Of the $3.2 million, only $2.5 million was spent on COVID-19-related expenses in April that Corizon did 
not spend. Did they return that to the state?" Franchot asked. Green said Corizon did not return the 
money to the state. Franchot said while the state has an obligation, and frankly, a moral imperative, to 
take care of inmates, it also has an obligation to taxpayers. The board ultimately backed Franchot's 
motion to scrap the proposed 30% contract increase going forward, and instead, reimburse Corizon for 
COVID-19-related expenses that can be audited and checked for accuracy. Prison health officials told the 
board they're doing universal and point preference testing of 19,000 inmates at an average cost of $56 
per test. As of Wednesday, across the state prison system, they've tested 4,036 staff members with 407 
positive cases. Of those staff members, 266 have recovered. They've also tested 7,892 inmates in the 
system with 359 positive cases, 90 of which have recovered. "Sadly, eight deaths have occurred due to 
COVID-19, one of those in a system external to the state of Maryland where an individual was being 
housed," Green said. State prison officials told the spending board they're finding a large number of 
asymptomatic positives inside Maryland facilities after seeing a 56% increase in hospitalizations and a 
68% jump in inpatient days from March to April. "Our cases that averaged a length of stay of four days, 
escalated to an average of 10 to 14, increased by 56.25% from March to April, which was COVID-
related," a prison doctor said. Officials said they're bracing for the virus to make a comeback, possibly, in 
September and October. 
 


