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Louisiana businessmen ensnared in Mississippi prison corruption case await sentencing 
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A Louisiana father-and-son duo who built private prison contracting firms worth millions of dollars are now 

awaiting sentencing to federal prison after admitting they tried to bribe their way into business at 

Mississippi lockups. The federal criminal case against Michael LeBlanc Sr. and Michael LeBlanc Jr., plus 

two of their former business partners, stemmed from a massive corruption scandal in Mississippi that took 

down a number of local officials and businessmen. It also ensnared that state's former corrections 

commissioner, Christopher Epps, who took at least $1.4 million in bribes from prison contractors. LeBlanc 

Sr., of Baton Rouge, who first entered the prison business as an architect before building a large 

Louisiana-based private prison firm as well as prison service companies, in October pleaded guilty in 

federal court in Mississippi in October to a single count of conspiring to defraud the United States. 

LeBlanc Jr., 42, of Prairieville, along with Tawasky Ventroy, 60, of Opelousas, and Jacque Jackson, 51, 

of LaPlace, all pleaded guilty to the same charge as LeBlanc Sr. In return, federal prosecutors dropped 

two other counts against all four men for bribery involving federal programs. All four now face up to five 

years in prison and fines of up to $250,000 each. U.S. District Judge Henry Wingate, who has presided 

over most of the cases springing from the Epps scandal, is scheduled to sentence them early next year. 

Attorneys for the LeBlancs, Ventroy and Jackson all declined to comment. So did the FBI and the U.S. 

Attorney's Office for the Southern District of Mississippi, which handled the case. LeBlanc Sr., 71, built a 

private prison firm called LCS Corrections with his late brother, Patrick, which he sold, along with eight 

LCS Corrections-owned lockups, to the publicly traded prison operator GEO Group Inc. in 2015 for $307 

million. GEO Group financial documents show that $298 million of the sale price went to cover debts. 

LeBlanc then went on to build a pair of companies — American Telephone Systems and Brothers 

Commissary — that contract with sheriffs and private prison companies to operate prisoner phones and 

run shops that sell snacks, toiletries and other items to prisoners. Those companies had contracts with at 

least 14 Louisiana sheriffs and at least one privately run prison in Louisiana when federal prosecutors 

announced charges against LeBlanc, his son and associates last year. LeBlanc’s architecture firm, MWL 

Architects, designed a number of jails in Louisiana and at least five in Mississippi. It’s unclear if the 

LeBlancs have maintained control of the companies since their guilty pleas. Michael LeBlanc Jr. is still 

listed as the registered agent for Brothers Commissary Services LLC in business filings with the Louisiana 

Secretary of State’s Office. Michael LeBlanc Sr. filed paperwork to change the name of MWL Architects to 

MWL Developers Inc. the day after pleading guilty in federal court. A house in Lafayette listed as the 

firm’s headquarters on business filings with the state didn’t display any signs for the business, and no one 

responded to knocks at the door or a note left seeking comment. The LeBlancs, Ventroy and Jackson 

were ensnared in a sprawling federal criminal investigation called Operation Mississippi Hustle. Before 

Epps, the former Mississippi prison boss, was publicly charged with taking bribes, he cut a deal with 

federal investigators to allow them to record his conversations. That arrangement led to a number of 

federal convictions of vendors who plied Epps with cash. Epps is now serving a nearly 20-year prison 

sentence. LeBlanc Sr. was caught on one such recording talking about a kickback to Epps in October 

2014 in order to help American Telephone Systems land contracts with Mississippi state-run prisons, 

according to the indictment. Ventroy, a partner in the phone business, delivered $2,000 in cash to Epps 

later that month. In December 2014, Jackson handed Kemper County Sheriff James Moore “a minimum” 

of $2,000 in chips in the bathroom of the Golden Nugget casino in Biloxi in an effort to steer contracts for 

the county jail toward their businesses, according to the indictment. Federal authorities maintain that 

Moore was voluntarily working undercover for federal investigators and “was never a subject” of the 

corruption investigation. Michael LeBlanc Sr., his family and companies have been prolific political donors 

over the years in Louisiana and had previously come under scrutiny. A sheriff in Bexar County, Texas, 

pleaded guilty to misdemeanor charges for accepting a free trip to Costa Rica from LeBlanc Sr. and his 

since-deceased brother and failing to report the contribution. A 1996 report from the Louisiana Legislative 

Auditor's Office accused one of LeBlanc’s firms of colluding with then-Morehouse Parish Sheriff Frank 

Carroll to provide false information to land a $3.2 million loan to build a new jail. The construction project, 

the audit charged, then racked up more than $500,000 in unexplained cost overruns. The LeBlancs were 



never charged in either case and dismissed the audit as politically motivated. 

 


